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"To blend in greater efficiency all the moral and 
religious forces of Christendom to this end is the one 
high purpose proposed. The means by which this result 
is to be accomplished are thus outlined : 

"1. The Hague Peace Court. 

" 2. A permanent periodic international Peace Con- 
gress. 

" History is the record of human slaughter. Ambition, 
greed and despotic power of the ruler have armed nation 
against nation in exterminating wars. It has been the 
business of one-third of the human race to mutilate and 
kill their fellow-men. The making of deadly engines of 
war has absorbed the time and talents of some of the 
ablest of men. In all the leading nations of the old 
world great standing armies are intolerable burdens 
upon the people. It is estimated that one-eighth of the 
human race have been killed in war, and that it has left 
another eighth maimed and mangled wrecks of humanity. 
Widows and orphans have been left desolate and unpro- 
tected. Hosts of physical and moral cripples have been 
scattered over the land. Pension lists have grown to 
enormous proportions under the tap of the drum and 
the blare of bands. These physical wrecks are only 
half the story. War demoralizes a country and turns in 
upon half the nations streams of impurity, intemperance, 
gambling, ruffianism, and all other vices generated in its 
cruel sweep. General Sherman fitly summarized war 
when he tersely said, ' War is hell.' 

" The cost of our Civil War alone would have bought 
and completed the Panama Canal, and wedded the 
waters of the Atlantic and the Pacific, and filled the seas 
with the swift leviathans of commerce and peace. 

" Every nation of Europe to-day is armed to the teeth, 
standing ready to maintain 'the balance of power' by 
rushing into human battle ; while the yearly earnings of 
serf, peasant and the people are swept into war's insatiable 
maw. Arbitrament by force is as yet the trusted mode 
of settling international disputes. 

" The establishment of the Hague Court of Peace, 
which, strange to say, was initiated by the Emperor of 
Russia, was the first step in the disarmament of nations 
and the adoption of peaceful arbitration. To the support 
of this tribunal we accord our hearty assent, and fervently 
pray for the coming of the time when the sword shall be 
beaten into the plowshare and the spear into the pruning 
hook ; when all peoples shall exchange the arts of war 
for those of peace ; when the combined Christian senti- 
ment of the civilized world shall operate the settlement 
of all international disputes by arbitration." 



Brevities. 

. . . The tenth annual Mohonk Lake Conference on 
International Arbitration is in session while this issue of 
the Advocate op Peace is on the press. The Confer- 
ence is presided over by Hon. George Gray, and there is 
a large attendance. An account of the Conference will 
be given in our next number. 

. . . The international Convention of the Y. M. C. A.» 
which met in Buffalo on the 11th of May, was attended 
by 1,400 delegates, representing 600 city associations, 700 
student associations, 200 railroad associations, and a large 
number of miscellaneous associations. 



. . . The Swedish government has again this year 
voted a subvention of something over one thousand francs 
to the International Peace Bureau at Berne, and that of 
Norway about seven hundred francs. 

. . . The government of Norway has entered upon ne- 
gotiations with ten different nations for the conclusion of 
treaties of obligatory arbitration like those recently con- 
cluded in Western Europe. 

. . . In Austro- Hungary the budget item of $94,800,000 
for both army and navy, though only about half as much 
as England spends on her navy alone, has aroused mut- 
terings of discontent. 

. . . The Old South Historical Lectures for Young 
People, Boston, for this summer will begin on Wednes- 
day, July 13, and will be upon "Heroes of Peace." The 
lectures will be upon John Eliot, Horace Mann, Mary 
Lyon, Elihu Burritt, Dorothea Dix, Peter Cooper, George 
E. Waring, and General Armstrong of Hampton Insti- 
tute fame. 

. . . The International League of Peace and Liberty 
held its annual meeting at Berne, Switzerland, on the 
1st of May, under the presidency of Mr. Emile Arnaud, 
president oi the Society. Resolutions were voted ex- 
pressing gratitude to President Loubet of France for his 
eminent services in the cause of peace, to the authors of 
the Anglo-French Convention for the settlement of all 
the differences between France and Great Britain, and 
to the president of the Swiss Confederation that Switzer- 
land in 1883 took the first steps toward the negotiation 
of a permanent treaty of arbitration. 

... At the University of Moscow a meeting of seven 
hundred and fifty students recently passed resolutions 
protesting against the war, and against the arbitrary acts 
of the Russian government at home. There were only 
about forty students who did not approve of the resolu- 
tions. 

. . . An eminent jurist of Berlin, writing to the editor 
of the Advocate op Peace, says : " Considering the 
growing tendency in the United States to settle interna- 
tional disputes by arbitration rather than by war, it seems 
so strange to me that your democratic government should 
have been so glad to accept from Europe's most warlike 
and tyrannical ruler the statue of the most autocratic and 
belligerent prince that the world has seen in recent cen- 
turies." 

. . . The visit of President Loubet of France and the 
two hundred French merchants to Italy was marked by 
great manifestations of pleasure on the part of the Italian 
people. Rome spent hundreds of thousands of francs in 
celebration of the visit. Hundreds of remote communi- 
ties and associations sent their felicitations to the French 
President, and the merchants were received with the 
warmest welcome. It looks as if international social 
parties were to become in the future a marked character- 
istic of international relations. 

. . . The total cost to England of ten months of cam- 
paigning in Somaliland is $11,800,000. 

. . . The first Italian National Peace Congress was 
held in Turin, May 29-31, under the presidency of 
J. Luzatti. 
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. . . On the occasion of the visit of the French Presi- 
dent alluded to in the foregoing note, E. T. Moneta pre- 
sented to him an admirably worded address from the 
Lombard Peace Union in which great appreciation was 
expressed of Mr. Loubet's services to the cause of peace 
in general and that of Franco- Italian friendship in 
particular. 

. . . Maurus Jokai, the famous Hungarian novelist, who 
died at Budapest on May 5, at the age of seventy-nine, 
was an ardent friend of international peace, and was a 
prominent figure in the Universal Peace Congress held 
in Budapest in 1896. 

. . . "But think of the time when the conscience of 
man shall be sufficiently educated to recoil at the thought 
of war as men now recoil at the thought of single-handed 
murder. To-day our statesmen talk of policies which 
involve wholesale murder as complacently as they discuss 
the digging of a ditch. They have not yet learned the 
enormity of doing through the agency of the government 
deeds for which individuals would be hung. The blood 
that is spilt by the soldier is upon each man's hand. 
The moral law cannot be repealed by act of Congress. 
If it is murder for one man to take a life, it is a thousand 
times more murderous for a thousand men to take it. 
We shall begin to be civilized when our conscience tells 
us these things." — Herbert S. Bigelow. 

. . . The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador and 
the Peruvian Minister at Quito have signed a convention 
submitting to the arbitration of the King of Spain the 
boundary dispute between Ecuador and Peru. 

. . . Miss Caroline Bjorklund, of Osm6, Sweden, has 
given the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society twenty- 
five hundred crowns (about six hundred and seventy-five 
dollars) towards the expenses of delegates to the Peace 
Congress in Boston in October. 

. . . The Christian Herald says, "There can be no 
nobler mission for any Christian than to endeavor, by 
any and all legitimate means, to promote the world's 
peace." 

. . . Mr. J. Novicow of Odessa, the eminent Russian 
sociologist and peace worker, has had the sore misfortune 
to lose his son. We extend to him our most heartfelt 
sympathies. He says that his " only consolation will be 
to lose himself in work and to do his duty. Indeed, in 
memory of his son he will labor with all his strength in 
the peace movement." 

Seventy-Sixth Annual Meeting of the 
American Peace Society. 

The Seventy-sixth Annual Business Meeting of the 
American Peace Society was held at the Society's office, 
31 Beacon Street, Boston, on Wednesday, the 18th of 
May, at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

Hon. Robert Treat Paine, President of the Society, was 
in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. S. C. Bushnell of Arling- 
ton, Mass., in which devout thanks were given to God 
for his blessings upon the work of the Society, and 
guidance and wisdom sought for the time to come. 



The records of the previous annual meeting were read 
and approved. 

The Secretary reported that the persons elected to 
official positions last year had accepted their appoint- 
ment, except one vice-president, who had never responded 
to the notification of his election. 

A committee, consisting of Edwin D. Mead, Everett 
O. Fisk, and Dr. William A. Mowry, was appointed to 
nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

The annual reports of the Treasurer and the Auditor 
were read, approved and ordered to be placed on file. 

The Treasurer's report showed that the receipts for the 
year from memberships, subscriptions, sales of literature, 
contributions, income of the Permanent Peace Fund, etc., 
had been $5,055.54, making, with a balance of 12,922.91 
from last year, a total of $7,978.45. The expenditures 
for salaries, rent of office, printing, mailing, traveling ex- 
penses and sundries had been $5,730, an excess of ex- 
penses over the year's receipts, not including balance 
from last year, of $674.46. The account showed a bal- 
ance in the treasury of $2,248.45, with which to begin 
the coming year. 

The committee to nominate officers reported a list of 
persons for president, vice-presidents, general secretary, 
treasurer, auditor and Board of Directors. A motion 
was made to amend the report of the committee by omit- 
ting the name of Dr. Lyman Abbott from the list. This 
motion, after considerable discussion, was lost by a large 
majority. The report was then adopted and the persons 
named declared elected to the respective positions. 
(The list is given in full on page 114.) Of the vice- 
presidents elected, the name of Rev. James Wallace, 
Ph. D., president of Macalister College, St. Paul, Minn., 
was new, and also that of Frederic Cunningham, of Bos- 
ton, of the Board of Directors. 

The annual report of the Board of Directors was then 
presented by the Secretary. The report was discussed 
by Dr. William A. Mowry, Edwin D. Mead, Dr. Homer 
B. Sprague, Mrs. Lucia Ames Mead and Hon. Robert 
Treat Paine, and was then approved and ordered to be 
printed in the Advocate of Peace. (The report is 
given in full in this issue.) 

A resolution was then presented by Secretary Trueblood 
from the Executive Committee in regard to the Russo- 
Japanese war and the desirability of mediation by our 
government, either alone or in cooperation with other 
powers, in order to bring the bloody conflict to a speedy 
end. The resolution was as follows : 

The deplorable war in the Far East ought never to have 
begun. It was brought on by a policy of aggression upon 
territory to which neither of the contestants has any just 
claim. It ought to end now. 

The continuance of hostilities must inevitably produce great 
loss of life and incalculable waste of money and property. 



